
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Forty-Seven: The Epistles of the Lord’s Brothers
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James 1:12-15; 1:22-25; 2:14-26; 3:1-6; 4:13-17; Jude 5-11; 17-22
M
atthew 13:35 identifies among Jesus’ brothers through Mary, “James” and “Judas.” During Jesus’ ministry his brother did not believe in Him (John 7:5). After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to at least one of them (1 Cor. 15:7) and these two fleshly brothers of Jesus wrote two New Testament epistles.    

The longest of the two epistles was written by James.  Because of its numerous practical admonitions, it has been called the “Proverbs of the New Testament.” James begins with a discussion about temptation. Rather than blaming God when tempted, James explains, “Each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” (1:14-15).  This shows us that God is not to blame for temptation, but our own desires.  The Holy Spirit leads James to stress the demonstration of faith through obedient action.  He urges his readers to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (1:22).  Following Christ means avoiding partiality.  To honor the rich while shunning the poor is not the way Christ behaved (2:1-9). The Christian must be like Abraham, whose “faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect” (2:22).  The Bible never teaches salvation by faith alone!

James warns of the power of the tongue. He writes, “the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell” (3:6).  This is true of the teacher and all people.  Great caution must govern the use of the tongue.  Being a Christian is a matter of humble submission to God.  James commands, “submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (4:7-8).  This means recognizing our life is in God’s hands (4:13-15).  Therefore we must act when we have opportunity.  James warns, “to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin” (4:17).


The book of Jude contains only one chapter but is rich in content. It is very similar on form and content to the second epistle of Peter.  Jude focuses on the danger of false teachers and those within a congregation who can disrupt unity and sound doctrine.   He cites a number of Old Testament examples to show the danger this poses (5-11).  Jude records two Old Testament events related no where else in Scripture: a dispute between Satan and the angel Michael (9) and a prophecy of Enoch (14-15). Jude reminds the reader that Jesus’ apostles  warned  of mockers (17-18).  Christians must, “keep yourselves in the love of God” (21).  Part of this involves correction.  At times, rebuke and correction requires a different approach for different people.  Jude commands, “on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh” (22-23).
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	47
	1 Corinthians 13-14
	1 Corinthians 15-16
	2 Corinthians 1-3
	2 Corinthians 4-5
	2 Corinthians 6-8
	2 Corinthians 9-10
	2 Corinthians 11-13


Study Questions
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1.  Did Jesus’ brothers believe in Him before His resurrection  (John 7:5)?

2.  To which one of His brothers do we know that Jesus appeared after His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:7)?

3.  What can the testing of our faith produce (James 1:3)?
4.  According to James 1:13 what is it that God “cannot be” and “does not” do?

5.  What example does James offer to show the danger of partiality towards a visitor to the assembly (2:2-4)?


6.  James 2:24 is the only scripture which uses the phrase “faith only.”  Does it teach salvation by faith only?



What does it teach?


7.  According to James 3:1 what should not many people be?  Why?


8.  What three examples from the Old Testament does Jude use to show that God will punish even those He has previously saved?


9.  Rather than revile Satan, what did Michael say to him (Jude 9)?



How does Jude us this fact?


10.  What does Hebrews 11:5 tell us about Enoch?


11.  Explain what Jude means that some we must “save with fear” (22).


Key Passage: “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him” (James 1:12, NKJV).
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